
BACHELOR OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION
WITH MINOR
(PART-TIME PROGRAMME)

S R NATHAN SCHOOL OF
HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

2022
Undergraduate Programmes



Programme Overview

The early childhood education (ECE) scene in Singapore has 
rapidly evolved over the last decade. Increasing studies 
have affirmed and documented the importance of learning 
and development of children in the first six years of life, 
making early education an increasingly important 
component of a successful educational, social and family 
policy agenda in Singapore. The need to raise the quality of 
preschool programmes through better teacher training has 
also been highlighted in recent government initiatives. 

Our Programme

This degree programme is anchored in the belief that all 
children are capable as learners and are naturally curious 
about the world around them. The programme supports 
early childhood professionals who are eager to learn and 
want to build a professional community to advance the 
sector in Singapore.  

The programme is designed for early childhood educators 
who want to be teacher leaders and have a strong desire to 
continue in their existing career pathway to become more 
reflective practitioners, more professional and updated 
educators who are ready to advocate for young children’s 
wellbeing and development as enquirers and curious 
learners.

Our Edge

The programme is well differentiated and unique as it is the 
first and only local university part-time degree that offers 
early childhood educators the opportunity to upgrade their 
professional skills and to further their academic knowledge 
in both ECE and a minor specialisation.   

Why is the Singapore University of Social Sciences 
Unique?

Studying in the Singapore University of Social Sciences 
(SUSS) means that working adults are able to enrich 
themselves academically without compromising their 
careers, families and social lives. All our classes are 
conducted in the evenings and during weekends. 

Application of gained knowledge and skills is immediate 
as the curriculum is designed to be practical for working 
adults, resulting in greater knowledge retention and 
assimilation. 

Feedback from Wong Yen Shan
(enrolled in July 2017, minor in psychology):

"The ECE degree programme is unique in that its 
courses advocate for play-based and 
inquiry-based learning for children and help 
teachers and centre leaders think through how 
this can be carried out  in their classrooms. The 
programme also offers a minor study which 
diversifies my knowledge and offers me a new 
perspective in understanding the people (be it 
children or fellow colleagues) I work with.”



Programme Structure 

The programme is informed by trends in research, it 
advocates for inclusive practices in early childhood 
classrooms, and is grounded in a constructivist 
approach that encourages infants, toddlers and 
pre-schoolers to be playful enquirers and active 
learners. A key feature of this programme is its strong 
theory-practice focus, requiring practising educators 
to more critically reflect on their use of language, 
facilitation techniques, curricular decisions, 
observations and analyses of children’s thinking and 
behaviours. There are also research-based courses to 
strengthen educators’ abilities to read and 
comprehend research studies as well as develop their 
own classroom enquiry projects. We believe that good 
teachers use systematically gathered observational 
data to make informed decisions in their classrooms, 
as well as communicate their approach to child-centric 
practices to families and other professionals.     

The core and elective courses have been curated 
to extend teachers’ professional knowledge and 
competencies so as to remain relevant in an 
ever-changing and evolving ECE industry.

Students are required to complete a total of 130 credit 
units (cu) to graduate with a basic degree, inclusive of 
65 cu of ECE core and elective courses, 10 cu of SUSS 
Core courses, 15 cu of General Electives, which are 
courses offered under the General Studies Programme 
(course pre-requisites apply), and a minor course (40 cu) 
of your choice. 

All courses are 5 cu unless stated otherwise.

Please refer to the SUSS website for details of 
the minor courses.

Level 1
• Children, Care and Education: Issues and Contexts 
• Children as Thinkers and Meaning Makers 
• Supporting Communication and Emergent Literacy  
 Through Play 

Level 2
• Perspectives on Child Study
• Multimodal Literacies in a Play-Based Curriculum
• Assessing and Documenting Learning
• Advocacy and Collaborations with Families 

Level 3
• Scientific Enquiry and Social Studies in an 
 Integrated Curriculum
• Supporting Diverse Learners
• Practitioner Enquiry and Learning
• Facilitating Children’s Mathematical Thinking

Level 3
• Comparing Curricular Approaches and Models
• Teacher Leadership
• Childhood: Global Perspectives
• Children's Social and Emotional Learning
• Case-Based Child Study and Intervention
• Curriculum Planning with Children’s Books
• Introduction to Edible Education for Children
• Musicking, Moving and Storying with Young Children
• Early Years Technology
• Play-Based Early Education in Anji
• Developmentally Appropriate Early Childhood   
 Practices in Taiwan
• Developmentally Appropriate Early Childhood   
 Practices in Japan
• Innovation Spirit in Shenzhen
• Early Childhood Research Methods

Early Childhood Education 
Compulsory Courses (Total 55 cu)

Early Childhood Education 
Elective Courses (Choose 10 cu)

For more information on our Bachelor of Early Childhood Education with Minor, please visit suss.edu.sg/ECE-MAJ 

https://www.suss.edu.sg/programmes/detail/bachelor-of-early-childhood-education-with-minor-ece-maj


Admission Criteria

You must be a Singapore citizen, permanent resident or a
resident in Singapore. In addition, you will need to meet
these minimum requirements:

•  GCE 'A' Level with two passes (prior to 2006) or two 
 H2 passes (from 2006); or local Polytechnic Diploma; or  
 International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma; or NUS High  
 School Diploma. Applicants with a Diploma from ITE, or  
 other Diploma qualifications plus an acceptable SAT or  
 ACT (with Writing) score may be considered for 
 admission on a case-by-case basis;

•  Two years of full-time work experience, or currently
 employed on a full-time basis; and

•  At least 21 years old.

In addition to the standard admission criteria for all the 
Singapore University of Social Sciences undergraduate 
programmes, applicants need to meet the following 
requirements:

Currently employed as: 

•   L2 ECDA registered teacher on a full-time basis, AND

ONE of the following:

•  GCE 'A' level with two passes (prior to 2006) or two H2  
 passes (from 2006) with at least a Grade B4** in GCE 
 'O' Level English Language + ECDA (PQAC) accredited  
 Diploma in Preschool Teaching or Early Childhood Care  
 and Education (DPE-T/DECCE-T)*, or

•   Local Polytechnic Diploma in Early Childhood Education  
 (ECE)* + 5 GCE 'O' level credits with at least a Grade B4** 
 in English Language, or

•   Local Polytechnic Diploma (non-ECE) + ECDA (PQAC)  
 accredited Diploma in Preschool Teaching or Early  
 Childhood Care and Education (DPE-T/DECCE-T)* + 
 5 GCE 'O' level credits with at least a Grade B4** in 
 English  Language.

* NIEC qualifications included as of 2019.
** Refer to ECDA website for list of acceptable alternatives for 
 GCE 'O' Level Grade B4 in English Language.

In addition to the admission requirements for the 
programme, applicants will be evaluated on academic 
merit and/or relevant work experience. Interviews will be 
conducted for all shortlisted applicants to assess their 
suitability in terms of their motivation and ability to 
complete the programme. 

Some minor courses may have additional requirements. 
Please visit suss.edu.sg for more details.

Shortlisted applicants will be required to undergo one 
or more interview(s) and/or take written admission or other 
evaluation tests as may be prescribed by SUSS from time 
to time.

How to Apply

Applications are to be made online via suss.edu.sg. You 
must submit all the required documents together with 
your admission application. Incomplete applications will 
not be considered. 

Tuition Fees and Government Subsidy

The amount of course fees you pay in each semester 
depends on the number of courses you take in that 
semester. The course fees cover all study materials, 
classes, tutor supervision, assignments and 
examinations. They do not include fees for textbooks 
and other additional items specified by SUSS from 
time to time.

The Tuition Fee Subsidy (TFS) from the Singapore 
Government comes in the form of a tuition grant 
administered by the Ministry of Education (MOE) and 
is offered to all eligible admitted students studying for 
part-time undergraduate programmes at SUSS. 
Singapore Citizens aged 40 and above who are 
pursuing MOE-subsidised undergraduate programmes 
with SUSS and who are eligible for the SkillsFuture 
Mid-Career Enhanced Subsidy will enjoy a higher 
subsidy.

All Singaporeans aged 25 and above can use their $500 
SkillsFuture Credit from the government to pay for a 
wide range of approved skills-related courses. Visit the 
SkillsFuture Credit website (www.skillsfuture.sg/credit) 
to choose from the courses available on the SkillsFuture 
Credit course directory.

Please visit suss.edu.sg for current tuition fees and 
eligibility criteria for the government subsidy and  
SkillsFuture Mid-Career Enhanced Subsidy.

Internet Access

All SUSS students must have access to a computer/ 
laptop and the Internet in order to use the electronic 
and website facilities which allow access to course, 
academic and administrative information.

ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS

Priority will be given to preschool teachers currently 
employed in the field.

All applications are considered individually on merit, 
and the offer of admission is dependent on the number 
of places available in individual programmes. Admission 
is solely at the discretion of SUSS and the decision is 
final and binding. SUSS reserves the right to refuse 
admission and is not obliged to offer an explanation 
for the non-admission of unsuccessful candidates.

Information is correct at time of print (May 2021)
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